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THIS REPORT SUMMARIZES DEVEL DPMEtffS NO.TED. THROUGHOUT SOUTHEAST ASIA AVAILABLE 
TO NSA AS OF 161Jf!Z, 26. DECEMBER 1972 .. All INFORMATION IN THIS REPORT IS BASED 
ENTIRELY ON SIGIHT EXCEPT WHERE OTHERWISE SPECIFICALLY INDICATED. SITUATION 
SUMMARY NVA GROUND FORCES IN NORTH VIETNAM REPORT 47 AIRCRAFT SHOT DOWN BETWEEN 
17 AHD 24 DECEMBER AUD SINCE 19 DECEMBER SEVERAL· NORTH VIETNAMESE RADAR . 
COMPANIES HAVE INDICATED ECM JAMMIHG AFFECTING THEIR ABILITY TO EFFECTIVELY 
TRACK B-52 AIRCRAFT. IN QUANG TRtPROVINCE, THE FORWARD ELEMENT, NVA l25TH 
DIVISION RESUMED COMMUNICATIONS/WITH HANOI FDR THE FIRST TIME SINCE" LATE JULY. 
AN ELEMENT OF THE NVA 164TH ARTILLERY REGIMENT REPORTED RESERVE ELEMENTS OF THE 
lSlST REGIMENT, NVA 32STH DIV1SION AT HA TAY AND TUONG VAN. AN UNIDENTIFIED 
ELEMENT REPORTED ALLIED ACTIVITY, PARTICULARLY IN THE AREA OF NHU LE. AN NVA 
RECONNAISSAHCE ELEMENT REPORTED NO ALLIED FIRE, AND NOTHING UNUSAL ON 25 
DECEMBER. NVA 324B DIVISION ELEMENTS CONTINUE TO RECONNOITER IN THE CAMP EVANS 

-AREA, AND OTHER NVA ELEMENTS RECONNOITERED THE FIRE SUPPORT BASE BASTOGNE AREA. 
AN ASSOCIATE OF THE HOLAN PROVINCIAL UHJT REFERENCED A SCHEDULED NEW YEARS 
CEASE-FIRE PERIOD. IN RVN MILITARY REGION 3, NVA 7TH DIVISION ASSOCIATES 
COHTINUE TO DISCUSS lHE TRANSFER OF AMMUtUTION. EISllTAR> . AN ASSOCIATE OF THE 
NVA 335TH INDEPENDENT REGIMENT NEAR BDUAM LONG, NORTHERN LAOS REPORTED THE 
CAPTURE OF AN AMERICAN PILOT ON 24 DECEMBER AND NVA ARTILLERY CONTINUES TO· BE 
POSI-rIOHED IN "'rnE-SOUTHERrl PLAINE DES JARRES AND SOUTH OF DAN PHATAHG. IN 
SOUTHERN LAOS, AN RLA AGENT REPORTED THAT PART OF THE COMMUNIST FORCE WHICH 
CAPTURED THE SE/BANG FA! RIVER HAS NOH PLANNIHG TO ATTACK THAKHEK. CLASHES 
CONTINUED BETWEEN .RLA AND NVA UNITS IN THE SARAVANE AREA AND SOUTH OF PAKSE . 

. H0P SECRET l:IMBRA "ISllTr°•R> I. REFLECTIONS OF ALI. lED · OPERATIOHS A. NORTH 
-VIETNAMESE GROUND FORCES MILITARY REGION 4 AN UNIDENTIFIED NVA ENTITY REPORTED 

OH 24 DECEl'fDER THAT TNO SHIPS H.l\D FIRED TD~IARD DEO NGANG CXE 5685, l 7-57N 
1S6-28E) FROM AN APPROXIMATE RANGE OF 15,JffS METERS. THE REPORT CONTlNUED DY 
DISCUSSING PROBLEMS THAT HAD A~ISEN, CAUSING THE BATTALION CNOT FURTHER 

_IDENTIFIED) NOT TO OPEN FIRE. ANOTHER IDEHTIFIED NVA ENTITY REPORTED ON 25 
DECEMBER. THAT NORTH VIETNAM HAD SHOT DONN 47 AIRCRAFT· BEHIEEN 17 AND 24 
.DECEMBER, INCLUDING 17 D-52'5, 5 F-lll'S, 19 JET AIRCR.l\FT AND 2 RECONNAISSANCE 
AIRCRAFT. THE COMMUHIQUE ALSO INDICATED THAT MANY PILOTS--NEARLY All B-52 
PILOTS--HAD BEEN CAPTURED OR KILLED, I~CLUDING 17 CAPTAINS, MAJORS AND · 
LIEUTENANT COLOHELS. C2.IOO/VCMVT793-72, T792;'1·2; BOTH IN PREPARATIOtO CS.EERET_ 

.SPBKE>·B, NORTH VIETNAMESE Aitt.1AIR DEFENSE.FORCES 1. AIR STRIKES OVER NORTH 
VIETNAM A MIHIMUM OF 71 U.S. AIRCRAFT WERE REFLECTED OVER NORTH VIETNAM BETWEEN 
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1212 AND 14SIZ ON 24 DECEMBER. NO NORTH VIETNAMESE SAM LAUNCHES OR NVAF MIG 
REACTIONS WERE NOTED DURING THESE STRIKES. THE 48TH BATTALION·234TH SAM 
REGIMENT (POSSIBLY AT 21-17N lff5~53EJ AND THE 84TH BATTALION, 238TH SAM 
REGIMENT (2f-59N 1!6-18E> HERE NOTED DISCUSSING DIFFICULTIES IN DIS
TINGUISHING THEIR TARGETS. f 5EeRET SPB~E> 2. REFLECTIONS OF NORTH VIETNAMESE 
TRACKING OF B-52 STRIKES SINCE 19 DECEMBER VARIOUS NORTH VIETNAMESE RADAR 
COMPANIES HAVE INDICATED THAT ECM JAMMING DURING B-52 STRIKES OVER NORTH 
VIETNAM IS AFFECTING THEIR ABILITIES TO EFFECTIVELY TRACK THESE AIRCRAFT. THE 
RESULT ~F THIS PROBLEM APPEARS TD DE A CONSISTENT RE~ORTING OF TRACKING lJ-15 
NM OFF THE ACTUAL ROUTES FLOWN DY THE B-52S. XXHH 9SS 13961 NNNN· ' 


